Jul 31, 1935 


NEW RADIO IS ' 
PUNNED HEBE 

WHBY Proposes to Purchase 
WTAQ, Eau Claire. 

Applications of radio station 
WHBY for permission to purchaui 
station WTAQ, Eau Claire, and 
mow it to Green Bay wero 
recommended favorably to the 
federal Communie.ilam:; Gomill - 
sion today by the examiner who 
heard the case presented some 
time ago, and indications arc that 
the commission will sustain the 
examiner’s report. 

When final approval of the 
commission is gi\rn, it will mean 
that Green Bay will have two ra- 
dio stations, one of them wi.h 
1.000 watts authorized power. 
WTAQ operates on a frequency >f 
13.10 kilocycles, and WHBY on 
1200. When the station is moved 
here, contingent on final approv- 
al of the commission, there will 
be no change in the operation of 
WHBY, the Rev. James A. Wag- 
ner. station director, said today. 

The application outlined plans 
for installation of new equipment 
here, and requested unlimited 
time for W’TAQ. which now 
shares its night time with stat-on 
KSCJ, Sioux City, la. It pro- 
vides for voluntary assignment 
of WTAQ’s license to WHBY. 


Will Limit Field 

The net/ station's transmitter 
will be at the same location .is 
that of WHBY, and a directional 
antenna will he installed to con- 
fine broadcasts so far as is pos- 
sible within a given area, esti- 
mated roughly at 6ft by 4.1 miles | 
in the territory north of Green | 
Bay and 40 by 2" miles in that 
south of Green Bay. The anten- 
nas will 'imit the field in wh.cn 
the station's. signals ran be heard 
full strength, and will because of 
this restriction increase the power I 
of WTAQ in the limited area to 
approximately 3.500 watts. 

Station WTAQ is owned by tne 
Gillette Rubber company. Esu 
Claire, and WHBY Is owned and 
operated by St. Norbcrt college. 
De Pore. 

Tne examiner held WHBY to 
be legally, financially, and tech- 
nically qualified to construct and i 
operate station WTAQ at Green 
Bay. Present programs of WHl.Y, | 
he said, ait “generally mentor- ; 
Ions and designed to serve the lo- j 
cal needs of the Green Boy area." [ 
yet its service is "severely limited 
by other stations," patticular Iv by 
interference at night. 

Serve Npw Area* 

Operation of W’TAQ at Green 
Bay would not result in "obje?- 
tionable Interference” and would 
result In service to areas which 
are not now served, he said. The 
total population served would he 
twice that which now receives 
good service from WHBY, he con- 
tended. 

Eau Claire receives good broad- 
casting ser\ ire from a number of 
outside stations, he said, whll? 
the Green Bay area is without i 
consistent service except "in those | 
limited portions thereof that re- 
ceive good service from «taf \\ 
WHBY.’ 

The Gillette company and 
WHBY. Inc . entered into a.i 
agreement in January for sale of 
the physical equipment of WTAQ I 
to WHBY for $30,020. subject to 
and conditioned upon granting of , 
the applications. 


Jun 3, 1949 

WTAQ Changing Coll 
Letters to WBAY Soon 

Radio Station WTAQ has re- 
ceived permission from the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
to change its call letters to 
WBAY, and plans to switch over 
to the new title in the near fu- 
ture. 

The local station had planned 
to ask for those cal! letters some 
years ago, hut a station in Coral 
Gables, Florida beat applied first. 
Recently the Coral Gables station 
changed call letters, and WTAQ 
then applied for the letters 
WBAY. Claire Stone, program di- 
rector, said that the station felt 
the new call letters would give the 
station a closer tie-in with he 
Green Bay area. 
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WBAY Radio 
O wnership Shifts 

The ownership of WBAY- 
AM and FM Radio was as- 
sumed Monday by Midwest 
Communications, Inc., and 
the call letters of the stations 
changed. 

WBAY-AM is now WGEE, 
and WBAY-FM is WIXX 101. 
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WGEE change 
leads Midwest 
radio shuffle 


BY WARREN GERDS 
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WGEE Radio is no more. The 
station at 1360 AM has gone 
back to its historic call letters, 
WTAQ. 

The aim is to complete the 
switch from its previous coun- 
try music format to its present 
“News Talk Radio 1360" identi- 
ty 

“The call letters have that 
sound to them — ‘talk’ — TAQ,” 
said Dan Stone, operations 
manager for Midwest Commu- 
nications. 

Changes also are taking place 
at two other Midwest stations. 
WIXX (101.1 FM) and WNFL 
(1440 AM). 

WGEE was the leading coun- 
try station in the past. When 
FM came along, it was muscled 
aside. In general, AM moved to 
talk, news and sports. 

The biggest change with 
WTAQ “is a greater emphasis 
on local news and weather,” 
Stone said. 

“The goal is to provide local 
news coverage whenever it hap- 
pens," he said. 

Personnel has been shuffled a 


bit. sometimes between sta- 
tions. 

WTAQ's morning show in- 
cludes Len Nelson, Dave Ed- 
wards and Mike Austin, with 
Lisa Malak of WFRV-TV. 
NewsChannel 5. 

Dan Deibert, who hosted the 
WGEE morning show, is mov- 
ing to WNFL as of Monday to 
co-host an 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. talk 
show with Nick Vitrano. 

Changes at WIXX include the 
arrival of Jen Lawrence to the 
morning show, joining Murphy 
in the Morning, John Maino 
and Malak (with news updates). 

Lawrence arrives from a sis- 
ter station in Sheboygan. 
WBFM. 

Her husband, who goes by the 
name Average Joe, has moved 
into the 2 to 6 p.m. slot that had 
been held by Scotty G. 

In a flip-flop. Scotty G is going 
to WBFM. 

Lawrence “will be the new 
permanent female co-host,” 
said WIXX program director 
David Burns. "It’s been really 
since Tammy Elliott (left for a 
Milwaukee TV station) since 
we've had a really full-time fe- 
male co-host.” 



